STATEMENT OF CONCERN ON REDD+ IN CENTRAL KALIMANTAN, INDONESIA:
Indigenous Peoples Alliance of Archipelago - Central Kalimantan Chapter

We, the members of the Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of the Archipelago -Central Kalimantan
Chapter (AMAN Central Kalimantan) conducted on June 16-17, 2011 our Strategic Meeting to
address concerns and problems related to REDD+ in the Central Kalimantan’s Provincial
Spatial Plan. The Meeting was attended by members of the Local and Regional Chapters of
AMAN Central Kalimantan and Indigenous Leaders from eleven districts.

We, Indigenous Peoples of Central Kalimantan affirm that Indigenous Peoples have the right
over land, territories and customary forest. Indigenous Peoples have traditional knowledge
and innovations in managing and safeguarding our forest and have thereby sustained forest
resources over the centuries. On the other hand, , development projects such as oil palm
plantations, industrial plantations, mining and the peat land mega project are the main drivers
of deforestation in Central Kalimantan.

As the Pilot Province for REDD+, Central Kalimantan has been on the global spotlight. It has
become the target of REDD+ investments. Various initiatives have been developed such as the
Kalimantan Forest and Climate Partnership (KFCP) between The Government of Indonesia and
the Australian Government; and the Letter of Intent (Lol) between Indonesia and Norway that
is by far the biggest REDD+ investment in Indonesia. In addition, there have been many other
initiatives involving international organizations such as The Clinton Foundation, WWF, FFI,
BOS, CARE International, and Wetland etc.

Meanwhile, the Central Kalimantan Provincial Spatial Plan is yet to be finalized as the reference
for spatial management and allocation. However, indigenous peoples and civil society
organizations are excluded in the on-going spatial planning processes.

Responding to the current situation in Central Kalimantan concerning REDD+ and other
development issues, we wish to highlight the following:

1. Various initiatives on REDD+ and the preparation of the Central Kalimantan Spatial Plan
are not being implemented in a transparent way. Information on the various initiatives and
activities relating to REDD+ had not been shared to indigenous peoples, and thorough
consultations are not taking place. This lack of interaction and engagement with indigenous
communities is now resulting to confusion and chaos among indigenous communities

2. Indigenous communities in Central Kalimantan remain un-informed on the various
initiatives that have emerged from the identification of Central Kalimantan as a REDD+
pilot area. Moreover, Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) as the principle and the right
of Indigenous Peoples has been completely ignored in all REDD+ initiatives and the
processes relating to the development of Central Kalimantan Spatial Plan. While
indigenous peoples are seriously going to be impacted by these initiatives especially in
relation to their right over their land, forest, territories, and their collective wellbeing, they
are not involve in any decision making processes relating to REDD+ planning and activities



The absence of the Provincial Strategies on REDD+ as a result of unfinished National
Strategy on REDD+, causing uncertainty of reference for REDD+ implementation in Central
Kalimantan.

The REDD+ governance in Central Kalimantan was designed without full and effective
involvement of Indigenous Peoples. In addition, the existing REDD+ governing body is not
able to manage and effectively coordinate all of REDD+ initiatives in Central Kalimantan.
This is resulting to continuous poor coordination and lack of information of REDD+
projects.

Provincial Regulation No. 16 (2008) on the Dayak Indigenous Institutions in Central
Kalimantan contains ambiguities of authority and does not distinguish functions between
Damang as the Head of Indigenous institutions and the government institutions. This
causes an overlap and conflicts in the exercise of authority in the community. In addition,
the Regulation does not provide provision for capacity building of indigenous institutions
to tackle external affairs that concerns them among others.

Meanwhile, Governor Regulation No. 13 (2009) on Indigenous Land and Land Rights of
Indigenous Peoples in Central Kalimantan Province does not guarantee the collective rights
of Indigenous Peoples over territories. This regulation only addresses individual land
right. Furthermore, there is no implementation guideline and no funding is provided in the
implementation of this Governor Regulation.

Based on the abovementioned issues in Central Kalimantan, we, the Indigenous Peoples’
Alliance of the Archipelago - Central Kalimantan Chapter (AMAN Kalteng) call for the
IMMEDIATE MORATORIUM of all REDD+ processes and investments in Central Kalimantan
until the following conditions are met:

1.

Clear commitment from the government to recognize and protect the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples in Central Kalimantan, including the collective rights to land, territories and natural
resources, in accordance with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Establishment of mechanisms and inclusion of indigenous peoples in REDD+ bodies and
processes to ensure their full and effective participation in the entire process of planning,
implementation and monitoring of development in Central Kalimantan, including REDD+
and Provincial Spatial Plan, in accordance with Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC).
Socialization and dissemination of information to Indigenous peoples in forms understood
by them to be carried out in timely manner on all REDD+ projects in Central Kalimantan,
This is to ensure a clear understanding of indigenous peoples of REDD+ and the initiatives,
activities and plans relating to this to facilitate their effective engagement and involvement
in decision-making processes relevant to REDD+ in Central Kalimantan

Governments and other groups involved in piloting REDD in Central Kalimantan shall
directly engaged with indigenous communities in the identification, documentation and
inventory of traditional knowledge and innovations of Indigenous Peoples in forest
management as the basis for forest management in Central Kalimantan. This is in
accordance with the mandate set out in the policy of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

Government of Central Kalimantan to recognize and support efforts by Indigenous peoples
in the participatory mapping of their land, territories and



6. Government of Central Kalimantan to immediately disseminate information and conduct
public consultations regarding the Provincial Spatial Plan involving Indigenous Peoples and
civil society. In addition, indigenous peoples duly designated representatives shall be part
of governing bodies and other relevant processes related to the development of the
Provincial Spatial Plan

7. The Regulation/Provincial Regulation No. 16 (2008) should guarantee collective rights of
Indigenous Peoples over political sovereignty of Indigenous Institutions to regulate and
manage indigenous territories in accordance with customary laws. The Governor
Regulation No. 13 (2009) should guarantee the collective rights of Indigenous peoples to
lands, territories and natural resources.

In addition to the above, the following are our concerns in responding to the Presidential
Decree No.10 (2011) regarding Moratorium on Granting New Permit and Improving
Governance on Primary Forest and Peat lands:

1. We, Indigenous Peoples indeed support government efforts to postpone the granting of
new permit and to improve the governance of primary forest and peat lands. However, this
effort will not be able to run effectively through a mere Presidential Decree. The
Indonesian government should conduct immediately a review of all policies related to
forest management and existing permits. The Forestry Law No. 41(1999) has been the
fundamental cause of all forestry issues and conflicts in Indonesia, therefore it should be
revised.

2. The Presidential Decree should be with a stronger reliable policy that comes with clear
criteria and indicators to be used in assessing the success and failure of its implementation
on the ground.

3. Policy on forestry should clarify the governance of forest in Indonesia, including the legal
rights of Indigenous Peoples on forest resources; both in forests and non-forest areas.

4. In particular, we demand full implementation of the Presidential Decree No.2 (2007)
regarding Rehabilitation and Revitalization of the Ex Central Kalimantan One Million
Hectares Peat Land Mega Project that limits only to 10 thousand hectares for oil palm
plantations in that area. In fact, permits have been granted for 360 thousand hectares for oil
palm plantations. These violation including allegations of corruption in these investments
should be addressed accordingly.
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